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RESPONSE TO THE THRONE SPEECH PROPOSAL FOR MORE FUNDING TO
NON-PARENTAL CHILD CARE

The throne speech repeats tired, sexist, anti-science sound bites which have long 
been proven false and electorally disastrous. We are again being asked to believe 
that billions of dollars are needed to build a daycare ‘system’ because -1- 
institutional care is great for children; and -2- because mothers are not working and 
they should be.

The speech continues the government’s attack on children’s and women’s Charter 
rights. Kids First Parent Association of Canada has begun the process towards 
launching a Charter Challenge against the harmful, discriminatory allocation of 
public funds for early learning and child care.

Regarding children’s   Charter   rights:  
 
COVID-19 has made it very clear that institutional care of vulnerable people spreads
disease and thus endangers the mental and physical health of everyone, and 
causes massive economic damage. 

Babies and little children have always been incapable of following hygiene 
protocols, let alone social distancing.  Their development requires much physical 
contact and closeness. Nor should they be burdened with managing their own 
safety or with messages that cause them anxiety. 

Yet, while university and school classrooms are largely closed, daycares are kept 
open, propped up with billions of dollars in subsidies. The funding flows and is even 
increased despite the fact that even fewer children are actually there.

The peer-reviewed empirical evidence has repeatedly found that institutional child 
care spreads disease, is of inadequate quality, and causes harm to children’s 
physical and emotional health that lasts into young adulthood at least. 

The claim that licensed daycare benefits children and therefore produces 
miraculous economic returns of up to over $17 for every $1 is found only in the 
fiction-filled publications of daycare proponents and not in peer-reviewed empirical 
research.

Ignoring science by providing and incentivizing use of harmful institutional care is 
an attack on children and violates their Charter right to security of person. 

Regarding women’s Charter rights:

The government is continuing the misogynistic agenda targeting mothers - and the 
throne speech mentions “especially low income mothers” - to coerce them into 
spending more time at jobs and less time with their children. This discriminatory 
agenda has no regard for individual women’s diverse preferences and 
circumstances.  



The government specifically targets women for economic coercion via with carrots 
and sticks, rewarding us with subsidies and with and recognition for ‘choosing’ the 
approved choice. In this view, some mothers are good girls: they are working, they 
are contributing and producing. We are meant to understand that those who don’t 
comply with the approved agenda of full-time jobs for mums and full time daycare 
for kids are bad girls: not working, not contributing, and not productive.

The government apparently believes that women are not entitled to be treated like 
adult citizens capable of making decisions for ourselves and our families. Myopic, 
misogynistic, unscientific economic agendas must override individual women’s own 
agendas.

This is discrimination based on sex and therefore violates the equality rights 
enshrined in section 15 of The Charter. 

Child care is costly whatever form it takes. Women have many reasons for our 
decisions. Many mothers, and especially low-income mothers, have less income 
because we spend less time working at acquiring income and more time working at 
unwaged parental child care. We refuse the bribe because we want to look after our
own kids, or our children have special needs, or the daycare won’t take our children.
Maybe we do waged work during so-called ‘non-standard hours’ outside of the 
Leave It to Beaver 9 to 5 daycare world. Or we prefer dad or relative or friend or 
nanny care, or a combo of these. Or we are worried about family members getting 
COVID-19. 

Whatever the reasons, unwaged female child care work subsidizes government 
funding for non-parental child care. This is exploitation, not equality.

Child care is the care of a child. All children need child care 24/7/365. Only about 
18% of children 1-5 are in daycare settings according to Statistics Canada, pre-
COVID-19. Moreover, statistical evidence shows parents’ overwhelmingly prefer 
parental child care.

It is good that the government is aware that women do most of the unpaid care 
work. But this inequality problem is solved by equal allocation of child care funding 
directly to parents, and not by discriminating against parental child care.   

Fund children, not spaces; and recognize that child care is productive work whoever
does it.
                                                                           

 

 


